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HENTSCHEL: CHAMBER SHOULD BE CALLED ‘TRAVERSE DISCONNECT’ 

 
May 4, 2021 

 

In April 2020, Traverse Connect CEO Warren Call sent an email to County Administrator Nate Alger informing 

him that Traverse Connect’s board of directors had formed a non-profit organization called the Traverse Connect 

Foundation to help guide educational and economic development efforts in the early days of the pandemic. Call 

said he hoped that the county, as well as the city, would be willing to enter into a professional service agreement 

with the foundation to try address the financial calamity unleashed by the alarming spread of COVID-19. 

 

Alger forwarded Call’s email to Board of Commissioners Chairman Rob Hentschel, who quickly replied that he 

had no interest in “funding the so-called ‘educational efforts’ of non-profit corporations with a track record of 

promoting tax increases. I’d be more 

interested if I saw Traverse Connect 

promoting economic production 

instead of economic consumption 

(AKA tax and spend). A more 

appropriate name for them would be 

Traverse Disconnect.” 

 

Hentschel’s snarky response, which 

we obtained via a Freedom of 

Information Act request, is notable 

not only for its indiscretion but 

because, throughout the country, 

chambers of commerce and the 

businesses they represent have been 

bedrock allies of the Republican 

Party. 

 

The conflict between Hentschel and 

Call dates back at least to 2019, when 

Hentschel successfully pushed a resolution to prohibit the county from entering into financial agreements with 

organizations with political action committees (PACs) that contribute to local election campaigns. Although 

Hentschel claimed that the reason for the prohibition was to reassure the public that “local government is not for 

sale,” here’s a more likely reason: Traverse Connect’s PAC contributed $500 to Hentschel’s opponent in the 
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2018 Republican primary, lawyer Marc McKellar II. The PAC did not contribute to Hentschel’s campaign. In 

addition, McKellar’s mother, Liz McKellar, is Traverse Connect’s chief of staff. 

 

Traverse Connect (formerly the Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce) and other chambers of commerce 

have been making campaign contributions – mostly to Republicans – for as long as anyone can remember. In 

fact, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce is the largest lobbying organization in the country. 

 

“That’s their decision but it’s suspect,” Call told the Record-Eagle when asked about the BOC’s resolution to 

prevent the county’s Economic Development Corporation from contributing money to Traverse Connect because 

the organization operates a PAC. “So what are the county commissioners seeing that no one else in the entire rest 

of the community sees?” 

 

If there was any hope for a rapprochement between Hentschel and Call it likely ended on January 20, when 

Hentschel’s vice chair, Ron Clous, infamously pulled out an assault rifle during a county commission meeting 

while a 74-year-old female constituent was berating Clous and Hentschel for supporting the Proud Boys. In a 

letter of rebuke signed by hundreds of outraged members of the community, Call wrote that the commissioners’ 

behavior “runs counter to the civil discourse central to the functioning of local, state and federal government.”  

 

We also offer one more observation about Hentschel’s fraught relationship with the McKellars: Earlier this year, 

it was Hentschel who led the charge to bounce Marc McKellar Sr. – Marc II’s father and Liz’s husband – from 

the county Road Commission. As the saying goes, political payback is hell. 

 

AREN’T THESE GUYS HILARIOUS? – Some of you have heard about this Photoshopped email that former 

Commissioner Gordie LaPointe sent to six of his Republican colleagues last October. But you have to actually 

see the email to appreciate the sheer 

juvenile stupidity of it. 

 

LaPointe sent this email two days 

after the FBI said it had broken up a 

bizarre plot by members of two 

right-wing extremist groups, the 

Three Percenters and the Wolverine 

Watchmen, to kidnap Governor 

Gretchen Whitmer and leave her 

stranded on a boat in Lake 

Michigan. Three of the defendants 

who were arrested were recently 

charged with additional counts of 

conspiring to use weapons of mass 

destruction – which carries a life 

sentence – for plotting to blow up a 

bridge near Whitmer’s vacation 

home in Elk Rapids. 

 

Frankly, LaPointe could have subbed in Hentschel’s, Brad Jewett’s or even his own mug for Clous’ in this photo 

lineup. Any of them could qualify as being the “brains” behind this plot.
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WEDNESDAY’S BOC AGENDA: 

WHAT TO WATCH FOR 
 

MEDICAL EXAMINER TRANSPORTATION – 

Unless Hentschel allows one of his Republican 

colleagues to once again blindside Democratic 

commissioners Betsy Coffia and Bryce Hundley by 

adding a last-minute item, tomorrow’s agenda is 

blessedly vanilla and controversy-free. 

 

County Health Officer Wendy Hirschenberger is 

asking the commissioners to approve a $73,125 

contract with Northern Michigan Mortuary Logistics 

for medical examiner transportation services (item 

9a). The contract would span 19 months – from June 

1, 2021, until December 31, 2022. 

 

The Health Department put out a request for bids 

after its prior ambulance provider, Northflight 

Emergency Medical Services, was purchased last 

November. Northern Michigan Mortuary Services 

was the lowest among the three bidders who 

responded. 

 

HIGH (AND LOW) LIGHTS 

FROM THE LAST MEETING 

 
BOARD RULES AD HOC COMMITTEE – As 

we noted in the last issue of the Beacon, after voting 

unanimously on March 3 to form an ad hoc 

committee to review all of the board rules, 

Hentschel jumped the gun and orchestrated a rule 

change that required public commenters to do so in 

person. Passed with no support from the Democrats, 

the rule change has already had its intended effect – 

all but eliminating public comment due to the 

pandemic and the fact that meetings are held at 8 

a.m. on Wednesdays. 

 

Hentschel also tried to engineer a second rule 

change that would have required any commissioner 

who wanted to participate in a board meeting 

remotely to obtain permission from a majority of the 

board. That resolution failed (see more below). 

 

On April 29, the ad hoc committee finally held its 

first meeting. Chaired by Hentschel – the only 

person in the room who refused to wear a mask or a 

face shield – the committee included Hundley and 

Penny Morris. 

 

Although noodling over board rules may sound 

about as interesting as watching paint dry, they 

currently allow Hentschel to run meetings with an 

iron fist, limiting the ability of the Democrats to add 

items to the agenda and allowing the majority 

Republicans to sandbag Hundley and Coffia by 

adding items at the last minute.  

 

Currently, the board rules require Alger to prepare 

the agenda “subject to approval by the chairperson.” 

Hundley and Coffia – in written comments that she 

submitted – argued for all commissioners to be 

allowed to submit veto-proof items for the agenda. 

 

Hentschel pushed back, saying that someone needed 

to have the authority to approve the agenda and that 

he didn’t think Alger would want that responsibility. 

He then made a startling admission. 

 

“Take something controversial, like the 2nd 

Amendment resolution,” he said, referring to the 

BOC’s passage of a 2nd Amendment sanctuary 

resolution last year. “The chair could have vetoed 

that. Say it’s something that should have been 

vetoed. And maybe that one should have. But that’s 

water under the bridge.” 

 

Think about that for a minute. Hentschel admitted 

that the most controversial resolution passed by the 

board in 2020 – featuring pro-sanctuary 

presentations by members of the Proud Boys and 

“Trucker Randy” Bishop, a twice-convicted felon – 

was frivolous and probably should not have been on 

the agenda. Incredible. 

 

Giving the chair authority to keep other 

commissioners’ items off the agenda is a terrible 

practice. It infringes on the ability of the minority 

party to pursue issues that are important to their 

voters. And although there invariably will be some 
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items added to the agenda that are half-baked and 

deserving of being vetoed, commissioners already 

have the ability to effectively kill a bad resolution 

by simply ending debate on it. 

 

A RARE MOMENT OF BIPARTISANSHIP – 

Much to our surprise and delight, the April 21 BOC 

meeting featured two votes in which Republican 

commissioners Morris and Darryl Nelson sided with 

Coffia and Hundley to defeat a mean-spirited effort 

to prevent commissioners from participating in 

meetings remotely and to deny a much-needed hire 

in the prosecutor’s office. 

 

On the first 4-3 vote, Nelson, Morris, Coffia and 

Hundley defeated an attempt by Hentschel to require 

commissioners who want to attend meetings 

remotely to get permission from a majority of the 

board. Hentschel sought to force Coffia and 

Hundley to attend the meetings in person, knowing 

that they have declined because a majority of the 

Republican commissioners refuse to follow the 

mask edict that they enforce on everyone else. 

 

On the second 4-3 vote, Hentschel, Clous and Jewett 

tried to deny Prosecutor Noelle Moeggenberg’s 

request to hire another prosecutor to handle the 

anticipated increase in work for her office once the 

Sheriff’s Department begins using body cameras. 

 

Kudos to Nelson and Morris for showing political 

independence and doing the right thing. 

 

CIVICS 301: COUNTY COMMISSION 

REDISTRICTING – In a continuation of our 

“Empowered Citizen Series,” the Grand Traverse 

Dems are hosting Zoom seminars today at 6:30 p.m. 

and tomorrow at 2 p.m. to discuss how county 

commission districts will be redrawn. The 

instructors will be Director of Party Affairs Kate 

Bassett and former GT Dems Vice President TJ 

Andrews. You can register for either seminar at 

https://www.grandtraversedems.com/ 

 

And that’s a wrap. Stay safe, keep masking up and 

please get vaccinated. Thanks for reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELPFUL LINKS & INFO 

BOC meetings are held at 8 a.m. on 

the first and third Wednesday of the 

month. The next meeting is April 21. 

You can find a link to the agenda and 

minutes at: 

https://grandtraversecounty.civicweb.n

et/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Or

g=Cal&Id=219 

You can watch a livestream of the 

meetings and view replays of previous 

meetings online at: 

http://www.co.grand-

traverse.mi.us/184/Board-of-

Commissioners 

You will have to attend the in-person 

meeting in order to make a public 

comment. The BOC permits public 

comment for three minutes at the 

beginning and end of each meeting. 

 

The BOC has seven commissioners – 

five Republicans and two Democrats – 

each of whom represents a district. 

You can find your commissioner at 

this link: 

https://www.grandtraversedems.com/b

oc 

 

You can find contact info for the BOC 

members here: 

http://grandtraverse.org/184/Board-of-

Commissioners 

 

You can email all the commissioners 

at this address: 

commissioners@gtcountymi.gov 
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